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Abstract As the largest publishing institution set up by missionaries in China in the late Qing Dynasty the
Christian Literature Society for China translated and published a large number of books on social science for the
promotion of reform in China. However for reasons such as “promoting missionary work through science” this
institute also translated and published many books on natural science. Through the analysis of the natural sci-
ence publications by the Institute this paper explores the underlying reasons of such undertaking aiming to
present a complete picture of the publications by this Institute and reevaluate its influence.
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