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CREIED 5 H RE= BV~ K 5% (Thomas
Henry Huxley, 1825-1895) 3 1E Evolution and
Ethics and Other Essays, \53& &b A5 24 TiFE %
FZ4Z (1854-1921), iFAETF 1897 4 12 A fh K i#E
HUR Y KEBECgY Tt . DA BB R 26
—HEE B N R RIS,

JE L. It may be safely assumed that, two thousand
years ago, before Caesar set foot in southern Britain,
the whole country side visible from the windows of
the room in which I write, was in what is called “the
state of nature.” Except, it may be, by raising a few
sepulchral mounds, such as those which still, here
and there, break the flowing contours of the downs,
man’s hands had made no mark upon it; and the
thin veil of vegetation which overspread the broad
backed heights and the shelving sides of the coombs
was unaffected by his industry. The native grasses
and weeds, the scattered patches of gores, contended
with one another for the possession of the scanty
surface soil; they fought against the droughts of
summer, the frosts of winter, and the furious gales
which swept, with unbroken force, now from the
Atlantic, and now from the North Sea, at all times
of the year; they filled up, as they best might, the
gaps made in their ranks by all sorts of underground
and overground animal ravagers. One year with
another, an average population, the floating balance
of the unceasing struggle for existence among the
indigenous plants, maintained itself. It is as little
to be doubted, that an essentially similar state of
nature prevailed, in this region, for many thousand
years before the coming of Caesar; and there is no
assignable reason for denying that it might continue
to exist through an equally prolonged futurity, except
for the intervention of man.

Reckoned by our customary standards of
duration, the native vegetation, like the “everlasting

hills” which it clothes, seems a type of permanence.

The little Amarella Gentians, which abound in some
places to day, are the descendants of those that were
trodden underfoot, by the prehistoric savages who
have left their flint tools, about, here and there; and
they followed ancestors which in the climate of the
glacial epoch, probably flourished better than they
do now. Compared with the long past of this humble
plant, all the history of civilized men is but an episode.
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BRI, A LA LAY IR Y AT SEAR T PE 7 7 AR i
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scanty surface soil, J& X HAGEY AL HI1Em
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KLY Z 45, TS Z B3, ARk PAEME Z <,
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gales which swept, with unbroken force, now from
[the Atlantic], and now from [the North Sea], FJi1§
Mk R NS T =R iy AT (O
“UOSR”), 135 SCHY except for [the intervention of
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day; “N =HFEARPAE T 27 g “=07, 48 “i
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humble plant], all the history of...,
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It may be safely assumed (1) that, two thousand
years ago, before Caesar set foot (2) in southern
Britain (3) , the whole country side visible from the
windows of the room (4) in which I write (5) , was
in what is called “the state of nature.” (6)
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the thin veil of vegetation which overspread the
broad backed heights and the shelving sides of the
coombs, HIFE “FEARMK, ZEEILFE”, trodden
underfoot, by the prehistoric savages who have left
their flint tools, MBE “HAKLTFZ R T5EbH—
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population, the floating balance of the unceasing

struggle for existence, ...maintained itself, FIFAE “EL
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