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When We Talk about the "Empire", What Do We Talk about
—Discourse, Method and the Archaeology of an Idea
Mark C. Elliott
Abstract: Western history appears "empire turning”, which contributes to enriching the studies of Chinese history and global history.
The method can describe the state structure of the Qing Dynasty nicely and is convenient for comparing the differences and similarities
between the Qing Dynasty and other empires. At first it is Europeans, then, Chinese also begins to regard the Qing Dynasty and ancient
China as empires. In these discussions, detecting the divergence between language and context is of great importance, which needs to in-
vestigate terms carefully and establish preconditions that will bring related concepts into thought.

Key word: Discourse, The Archaeology of an Idea, "Empire", The Qing Dynasty, "Empire Turning"

Why Does the Concept of "*China’* Become a Problem
—Discussions with Prof. Elliott on the ""New Qing History™ and Related Problems
Wang Rongzu

Abstract: The main reason why "What is China?" became a problem is that Western scholars have always insisted on equating Chinese
with the Han nationality. In fact, "Sinicization" is an objective historical fact in Chinese history. Traditional China is a multi-ethnic coun-
try, and these ethnic groups have been integrating. The ancient Chinese national identity transcended ethnic groups, and the emperors of
the Qing dynasty also considered themselves as Chinese emperors. At the same time, there is nothing wrong with using "empire" to de-
scribe traditional China. Western historians should break their prejudices and compare and complement each other with the culture and
theory from Chinese experience.

Key word: Concept of "China", "Sinicization", New Qing History, "Empire"

How did the "China" Consciousness Generate
—Surveying the Academic Stratum and Its Surrounding Structure of the ""New Qing History"
Fang Weigui

Abstract: "New Qing History" criticized the traditional "Theory on Sinicization", paying more attention to the historical research on
non-Han ethnic groups and areas, to construct the historical narrative of the Qing Empire. The Chinese historical circles strongly criti-
cized this and opposed the "New Qing History" that emphasized the inner Asian nature of the Qing Dynasty to deconstruct its Chinese
nature. The prominence of the “China” consciousness was, to a large extent, the result of the reconstruction of the dynasty politics and
the internal and external ethnic relations after the Song Dynasty. The self-awareness categories of inner/outer, center/periphery, civiliza-
tion/barbaric, universal/special, etc., must be returned to a specific historical process for reconsideration. Only through this kind of ar-
cheological study, can the concept of "China" be thoroughly sorted out as the historic connotation of the ever-changing order and inter-
twined civilization.

Key word: the Concept of "China", New Qing History, Inner-outer, "Empire", Sinicization
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