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Abstract: The principle of the relativity of res judicata, as a fundamental principle of res judicata sys-
tem, means that, under normal circumstances, res judicata occurs only between the parties. This
principle not only is conductive to reaching final solutions to disputes and guarding the stability of le-
gal relationship, but also provides procedural safeguards for the rights and interests of a third person
who does not participate in the litigation. As an exception to the principle of the relativity of res judi-
cata, a final judgment has legal effect also on a successor after action dependence and on a person
who is in possession of the requested subject matter on behalf of a party or the heirs of that party. A
final judgment on a case in which a person becomes the plaintiff or defendant on behalf of another per-
son has legal effect also on that another person. The current Chinese Civil Procedure Law contains no
clear stipulation on the principle of the relativity of res judicata, which has not only led to a major flaw
in the procedure for the protection of the rights and interests of a third person, but also caused confu-
sions in the application of third-party opposition in practice. China should improve the system of res
judicata, establish the principle of the relativity of res judicata, and limit the application of third-party
opposition to circumstances that constitute exceptions to the principle of the relativity of res judicata.
Key Words; res judicata, principle of the relativity of res judicata, subjective scope of res judicata,
third-party opposition
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