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The U.S. Policy in Seabed Mineral Resources Development: Trends,
Motivations and Impacts

RUAN Jianping' HUANG Huiping'

( 1. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430012, China )

Abstract: With the United States adopted the strategy of great power competition again, ensuring and controlling
the supply of critical minerals has become a priority goal of its national security strategy once again. Faced
with the challenges of native critical mineral extraction, China’s advantageous position in the global terrestrial
critical mineral supply chain, and the institutionalization of international deep—sea mining, the United States has
accelerated its efforts to promote the exploitation of seabed mineral resources in recent years. These unilateral
actions will impact the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the global governance
order of the oceans, and bring complex challenges to China. Economically, it will restructure the supply chains
of critical minerals and its norms, and challenge the industrial status of China in the world; institutionally, it will
increase the complexity of China’s participation in the formulation of deep—sea mining rules; and in terms of
security, it may pose a threat to China’s maritime interests and its security. In this regard, China should further
strengthen the research and development of equipment and technology for deep—sea mining, deepen global
resource partnerships, ensure enough strategic autonomy in coordinating domestic legislation and participating in
the formulation of regulations by the International Seabed Authority, and integrate legal, military, economic and
other means to safeguard China’s maritime interests and its security.

Key words: the U.S.A; critical mineral resources; deep—sea mining; the United Nations Convention on the Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS)
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