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Using the Korean literary work Chongbirok ( ) as an example, we can
explore, from an empirical and theoretical perspective, the relationship between
changes in “unending circulation” and book “circulation” in literary history. The special
significance of Chongbirok in literary history lies in the fact that besides being
concerned with Korean poetry, it also takes note of contemporary poetry in China,
Japan and Annam from an “ East Asian perspective” and with a “contemporary
consciousness. ” The work’ s circulation in manuscript and block-printed editions in
Korea, China and Japan and the fact that it was read, amended and disseminated among
the literati reflect the way it epitomized the culture of “another country” in the eyes of
the literati of these three countries, allowing us to trace the waxing and waning of
their cultural power. From the response to Chongbirok, we can see that “readings”
or even “misreadings” are connected with cultural communication among these East
Asian countries and their mutual cultural identification. The emergence and influence
of an East Asian literary perspective are reflected in book circulation. The phenomenon of
book circulation in East Asia saw East Asian poetics take on a grand transnational

consciousness quite different from the pre-18™ century period.

(8) The Rhythms of Nature and of Society in the “Yueling” Wang Lihua * 185 «

During the Warring States and the Qin and Han Dynasties, as an agrarian economy
took shape and national politics converged on unification, local experiential knowledge of
natural seasonal changes was integrated, in the Spring and Autumn Annals of Mas-
ter Lii ( ), with the feudal lords’ “seasonal calendars” and the pre-Qin
philosophers’ “temporal policies” into a system of political ritual whereby policies
accorded with the time of the year. Han Dynasty Confucians extracted these elements
and compiled the “Yueling” (Monthly Ordinances), which was incorporated into the
Book of Rites ( ). From the Han dynasty on, a great number of related works
appeared, and such ideas and knowledge were gradually disseminated and made their
way downwards. They played an important role in molding traditional society’ s adapta-
tion to the environment, productive life and seasonal customs. The “Yueling” takes
heaven, earth, life, and man as a closely related and interacting whole, and constructs a
whole set of model relationships between man and nature in which the rhythm of society
accords with that of nature. It implies an underlying ecological ethic of respecting nature,
learning from nature and complying with nature; this is its core environmental and histort

cal value.
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