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What Is Meta-history? A Search for An Intelligible Historical Theory

Jorn Riisen

Abstract According to the author meta-history is the reflection on the composition and rules of
historical reasoning. He argues that historical reasoning can generally be divided into two different
processes: historical research and historical writing. The former aims at attaining positive and reliable
knowledge and the latter at narrating or representing the knowledge. We can also identify the cognitive
political and aesthetic aspects in the historical reasoning. The interactions between the two processes and
among the three aspects are studied and convincingly illustrated in the paper.

Key words meta-history historical theory historical reasoning historical sense
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On Homeric Question from the Perspective of Oral Theory

Guo Zilong & Zhang Qiang

Abstract There has been a long controversy among the western scholars concerning about the
celebrated Homeric question. People account differently for the authorship composition and the date of
lliad and Odyssey. Till the twentieth century the oral formulaic theory elaborated by Milman Parry and
Albert Lord constituted another starting point. Through the analyses of formulae themes and story
patterns it provides a new perspective of an oral tradition contrary to written literature. It overly depends
on technical methods and rarely provides eclecticism for textual criticism. Yet for all that Parry and his
colleagues have undoubtedly effected a change in the history of Homeric study.

Key words Homeric question classical philology oral tradition oral formulaic theory
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