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Centennial China: Loss and Reconstruction of the Cultural Tradition
Liu Mengxi
(Research Institute of Chinese Culture, China Art Research Institute, 100029, Beijing )

Abstract: In the vicissitudes of social history and culture of the late Qing Dynasty, the Sino— Japanese War of
1894 and 1895 has been a key point of Chinese culture and social issues over the past 100 years or so. The elements
of faith and worship are vital in cultural tradition. There exist the destruction and development of a “big tradition”
and a “small tradition” in the construction of an order of modern civilization, and the loss and econstruction of the
cultural tradition. The anti— tradition of the May 4 period is the sorting—out of learning and knowledge, while that
of the 1960s and 1970s is the destruction of tradition by the ignorant. Two issues are implied in the contemporary
tradition criticisms and the course of modemization: (1)how do we re—interpret the values of cultural tradition ? (2)
the identification of national culture.

Key words: culture, cultural tradition, identification, loss and reconstruction of tradition
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